hundred years. By that time the Shirkes
lost their independence and became their
vassals. The sympathetic rule and religious
toleration of the Musulman kings of Bijapur
and Ahmednagar attracted the Hindu
nobles and chieftains to their courts. Many
of them were employed in high posts in
the military and civil departments, and
were rewarded with high titles and jahagirs.
for their loyal and distinguished services..
The Shirkes of Rairi, Raja Waghoji and
his son, Raja Tanhoji, joined the
Nizamshahi kings of Ahmednagar, and
were granted Sardeshmukhi of 12 Mahals,
with Rairi or Ray gad as their capital,
retaining the possession of the sacred hills
of Mahabaleshwar. They usually resided at
Ahmednagar and appointed one Dalpat
Rao as their representative to manage
their affairs at Rairi, -who preserved peace
and order in the country.
The Shirkes exercised great influence
over the Nizamshahi kings of Ahmednagar
and enjoyed their favour and confidence..
They took active part in the quarrels
between the Ahmednagar and Bijapur
governments and gave much trouble to the
latter in the middle of the sixteenth century,,
which led to the suppression of their
power and made way for another Maratha.